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Croesyceiliog Cluster: Developing Children’s Independence- Working Together

At our schools, we understand the importance of working together as a vital skill for developing children's
independence. Collaboration involves sharing, listening, communicating, empathising, and including others. By working
together, children learn to appreciate different perspectives, develop problem-solving skills, and build a sense of
community. These skills are essential for fostering independence and preparing children for future challenges.

Working together can be broken down into several key aspects, which we actively promote at our schools through a
cluster agreed Independence Framework:

1.

Sharing: Sharing is the foundation of collaboration. It involves not only sharing physical resources but also ideas
and strategies. Teaching children to share politely, using phrases like "Can I... please” and "Thank you," helps
them show respect for others and their belongings. Sharing encourages children to think beyond their own
needs and consider the needs of others. At our schools, we encourage learners to share resources and ideas
confidently, fostering a collaborative environment.

Listening: Active listening is crucial for effective communication and collaboration. Children need to learn to
listen carefully to others' ideas and opinions, and respond thoughtfully. This helps them understand different
perspectives and build empathy. At our schools, we teach learners to listen attentively and ask questions to
engage in meaningful discussions. This enhances their listening skills and promotes mutual respect.
Communicating: Clear communication is essential for working together. Children should be encouraged to
express their needs, opinions, and ideas confidently. This includes both verbal and non-verbal communication.
Teaching children to articulate their thoughts and listen to others fosters mutual understanding and respect. At
our schools, we emphasise the importance of effective communication, helping learners develop strong
communication skills.

Empathising: Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of others. It is a key component of
working together as it helps children build strong, supportive relationships. Encouraging children to imagine
how others might feel in different situations and to ask questions to understand others' perspectives can
enhance their empathy. At our schools, we promote empathy by encouraging learners to support and respect
their peers' rights and feelings.

Including Others: Inclusion involves recognising and valuing the diversity of others. Teaching children to
include others in play and tasks helps them appreciate different backgrounds and viewpoints. It also fosters a
sense of belonging and community. Encouraging children to stand up for others' rights and ensure everyone
feels included is crucial for developing a collaborative mindset. At our schools, we celebrate diversity and
encourage learners to include and respect everyone.

10 Ideas for Families to Develop Working Together at Home:

1.

2.

Play Cooperative Games: Engage in games that require teamwork and collaboration, such as board games or
team sports. These activities help children learn to work together towards a common goal.

Encourage Group Projects: Involve your child in group projects, such as building a model or creating a family
scrapbook. This teaches them to share responsibilities and collaborate with others.

Model Good Listening Skills: Demonstrate active listening by giving your full attention when your child speaks.
Show them how to listen without interrupting and to respond thoughtfully. It's a good place to start by asking
them what they think good listening looks like.

Practice Turn-Taking: Encourage turn-taking in everyday activities, such as playing games or sharing toys. This
helps children learn to wait their turn and respect others' time.

Discuss the Importance of Sharing: Talk about why sharing is important and how it helps build strong
relationships. Use real-life examples to illustrate the benefits of sharing.

Role-Play Different Social Scenarios: Use role-playing to practice social skills, such as introducing oneself,
asking for help, making a phone call when they need help or resolving conflicts. This helps children develop
confidence in social interactions.

Encourage Empathy by Discussing Feelings: Have regular discussions about feelings and emotions. Encourage
your child to express their own feelings and to consider how others might feel in different situations.



8. Create Family Goals: Set family goals that require everyone's participation, such as planning a trip or
completing a household project. This fosters a sense of teamwork and shared responsibility.

9. Volunteer Together: Participate in community service activities as a family. Volunteering teaches children the
value of helping others and working together for a common cause.

10. Encourage Children to Help with Household Tasks: Assign age-appropriate chores that require collaboration,
such as setting the table or cleaning up after meals. This teaches children to work together and contribute to
the household.

At our schools, we are committed to helping our children develop the skills needed to work together effectively. By
focusing on these aspects of collaboration and incorporating these ideas into daily life, families can help children
develop the skills they need to become more independent and collaborative individuals. Building a collaborative
mindset is a continuous process that requires patience, support, and encouragement. By fostering a spirit of teamwork,
children will be better equipped to navigate social interactions and build strong, supportive relationships.



