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Why is reading so important?
• Reading improves vocabulary and language skills - Children learn new 

words as they read. They absorb information on how to structure 
sentences and how to use words and other language features effectively 
in their writing and speaking.

• Reading improves imagination and creativity - Reading allows children 
to use their imagination to explore people, places, times, and events 
beyond their own experiences. 

• Children who read achieve better in school - Reading promotes 
achievement in all subjects, not just English. Children who are good 
readers tend to achieve better across the curriculum.

• Studies have found that reading for pleasure enhances empathy, 
understanding of the self, and the ability to understand one's own and 
others' identities and feelings.



Accelerated Reader

Introduced September 2017. 



Overview:
• Predominantly Year 2 – Year 6  programme (7 children accessing 

programme in year 1 last year).

• Each child has their own personal account which monitors their 
progression and stores a ‘bookshelf’ of  books that they have read.

• STAR reading test taken each term to determine book level and track 
progress. 

• STAR reading test produces standardised score, accurate reading 
age, NC reading level and zone of  proximal development (ZPD) which 
tells the children what level books they should be reading. 

 









What happens in school:
• Children read independently for 20-30 minutes per day 

during ERIC (everybody reading in class) time. 

• ‘Quiz’ taken after each book that the children read to 
check understanding of  text.

• Points are awarded for quiz success. £10 gift voucher 
presented to ‘STAR’ reader at the end of  each term! 
Great incentive, motivational!

• Children independently visit the library daily to choose 
their next book.

• Y6 Librarians. 



Giglets!
Guided Reading: 

• 1-2 sessions per week of  focused guided 
reading with class teacher using Giglets.

• Giglets is a online resource with engaging 
interactive books and national test style 
questions to complete after reading. 
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How can you help at home?
• Ensure your child remembers to take reading 

book to and from school.

• Encourage reading every day- together and 
independently! 

• After reading, discuss the book with your 
child. What was their favourite part and why? 
Who was their favourite character? What was 
the problem in the story? How did the book 
make them feel? (See handout).

  





Top tips for making reading fun 
☺

• Find a cosy place to read together. Outside? On 
the sofa with tea and biscuits? 

• Take a trip to the local library. 
• Act out stories.
• Read with excitement – use different voices, 

take on different roles and characters.
• Choose books that suits their interests.




