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What is Read Write Inc?

The Read Write Inc. programme is for primary school 
children learning to read. It is a phonics based programme 
which helps children learn to read whilst also developing a 
wide range of vocabulary and encouraging a love of stories. 
It was developed by Ruth Miskin and more information on 
this can be found here:

                



How is it taught?
       
  Children in the Foundation Phase have daily half hour phonics sessions.

 
❏ The children are taught the sounds in order.

❏ The sounds are grouped into three sets - set 1, set 2 and set 3. 

❏ The children are continuously assessed on how many sounds they 
know, and if they can blend/ ‘Fred talk’. 

 
❏ The children are taught pure sounds. For example: (‘m’ not’ muh’, ’s’ 

not ‘suh’, etc)

      Click the following link to take you to a video about pure sounds                                

                           

 



How is it taught
Each sound is taught using a picture phrase to help them remember 
how to write it, and how it sounds. 

 

 ‘M m maisie mountain’.



Read Write Inc is initially introduced in the Summer term of nursery. The 
children are taught a sound a day from Reception. Each time the children are 
introduced to a sound, they practise saying it, begin to link it to objects that 
begin with that sound (initial sound), if it is a single letter sound.  For example 
- if the sound ‘m’ was being taught, then mountain, mug, mouse begins with 
‘m’. 

They then practise writing it, paying careful attention to it being a Monkey 
letter, giraffe letter, tortoise letter 



Giraffe letters are tall and sit on the line



Monkey  letters are fall underneath the line.



Tortoise letters are small and sit on the line.



Set 1 sounds



Set 2 sounds



Set 3 sounds



Did you notice?
❏ Some sounds are made up of one letter. For example, ‘m’ ‘s’, ‘d’ in set 1

❏ Some sounds are made up of two or three letters. For example ‘sh’ and 
‘ch’ in set 1 and ‘igh’ in set 2. Theses sounds are called ‘special friends’ - 
two/ three letters, 1 sound! 

❏ Some sounds are split. For example a-e in the word ‘same’. The are 
called ‘naughty friends’ because the letters are split up but make only 1 
sound. 





Meet Fred - he only speaks in sounds!

Fred the frog helps the children to read. He speaks like 
this …

‘F.r.e.d. w.e.n.t  to . a. sh.o.p’ 

In word time sessions, the children practise blending 
sounds together to read a word by talking like Fred. 

Did you notice - Fred did not sound out the word ‘to’ in the 
sentence above?  This is because it is a red word - more 
on this later. 



Spelling with your Fred Fingers. 
Children are taught to use their fingers to help them write words. The children say the 
word out loud and break it down into its individual sounds. If a word has 3 sounds 
children hold up 3 fingers, 4 sounds 4 fingers etc. Children then pinch each finger as 
they say the sounds needed in the word then they write the letters that represent each 
sound. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=absSgYIPCns

Click on the following link for more information on spelling with Fred Fingers



Word time lessons



Word time lessons



Word time lessons



words
Red words – exceptions which don’t 
follow the rules we have taught children 
about letters making particular sounds 
(you can’t Fred a red), sometimes called 
‘high frequency words’



Storybook Lessons 

The next stage of the Read Write Inc scheme is for children to read storybooks that 
are closely matched to their developing phonic knowledge. The storybooks consists 
of green words linked to the sounds they have been learning, red word (words that 
are not decodable) and challenge words to extend children’s vocabulary. After 
children have practiced these words individually they are prepared to see them in 
context in the story. Activities such as comprehension questions, partner 
discussion and writing activities based on the book follow. Hold a sentence is an 
activity that encourages children to remember a whole sentence while focusing on 
spelling and punctuation. Build a sentence is to give children the opportunity to 
create their own sentence to that shows the meaning of a word and edit a sentence 
allows the children to critique a sentence using their knowledge of spelling 
punctuation and grammar. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/

Click on the following link to take you to the Oxford owl, where you can access free 
ebooks, and information on learning to read with  Read Write Inc





How can you help your child?
Practise saying the ‘pure’ sounds’ with your child.

Play a game of ‘what does this object begin with’? 

Practise writing the sounds with your child.

Talk, talk and talk some more! 

Read, read and read some more! - make storytime part of your child’s daily routines. Ask 
questions; talk about the characters and the plot. 

 



     Have fun with Fred talking at home

 



and ...
Have even more fun with Fred talking at home ...

 



Have fun with Fred talking at home by using the sounds your child knows and making up 
‘nonsense words for them to ‘Fred talk’.

 



Play roll and read!

 



 



How can you help your child?

 



 



Make your own board game.



Use pictures or toys at home to prompt 
your child to write a sentence or to help 
build their talking skills (oracy).

Writing prompts







D.i.o.l.c.h!


