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How are we teaching 
maths in the school? 

We have adopted a more 
concrete, pictorial and 

abstract approach in order to 
allow the children to be more 
proficient in the 5 key areas. 



What is concrete, pictorial 
and abstract?

Concrete resources, also known as manipulatives, are physical objects that children can pick up and manipulate to 

improve their maths knowledge. Used in maths education, a variety of concrete maths resources can help children to 

understand the relationship between numbers and the number system.

Pictorial  -This stage encourages children to make a mental connection between the physical object and abstract levels 

of understanding, by drawing or looking at pictures, circles, diagrams or models which represent the objects in the 

problem.

Abstract - Unpicking the maths and using symbols to complete a task.



We are now focusing on the 5 

Mathematical proficiencies. 

Please read through the following 

slides to see what these are 

about. 



● The use of 

practical 

resources to 

deepen the 

children’s 

understanding. 

● Making 

connections to 

real life 

experiences. 



As well as using resources and 

having first hand experiences in 

mathematics children also need 

to make sure they experience 

concrete, pictorial and abstract 

approaches. 



Using a range of resources 

to show how they have 

done something. 

Although through the years 

they can develop their 

mental strategies - children 

still should use resources 

where needed. 



Asking questions 

regularly encourages 

children to think, 

reason, make 

connections and use 

mathematical 

language. 

We should model 

responses when they 

struggle and the more 

we ask these 

questions the more the 

children will ask them 

for themselves. 



This can be done 

through games. 

You will practise fluency 

through daily warm ups 

reflecting on skills taught 

and through your 

provision. 

Regularly apply number 

skills in authentic 

contexts. 



Next are some examples of how we may teach 
your children in school.



In and off the decade is important. 

What was tricky?  102/112. 



Clap and Click         Click - Move in 1’s Clap move in 10’s































In Upper PS2 + 3 

This is used for enhanced provision and intervention groups. 

This is a programme that is only used in school. 



Blooket 

This is an online platform that can be used to reinforce skills in the classroom. 



Useful interactive websites 

Polypad.org.

Toytheatre.com

Topmarks.com 

Blooket.com 


